The blood is transferred to the blood culture bottle in sterile conditions, it is turned upside down for a few minutes, a hole is created in its cover using a sterile needle and it is placed in an incubator. This medium is commonly used for the isolation of bacteria (9, 10) . If the glasses of automated blood culture system of BACTEC inform microbiologist when growth level is enough to reach a level that is identifiable by the device, then it is important for quick decision making for patients (11) .
The aim of this study was to compare the capacity, efficacy, and safety percentage of BACTEC and conventional methods for isolation of bacteria from the blood of febrile patients. Due to the high cost of BACTEC method compared to the conventional method, the results of the present research can be used to choose the best method suitable for blood culture.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
The study population of the present study included Based on the data presented in Table 1 , the sensitivity, specificity, positive predictive value and negative predictive value were calculated for the BACTEC and the conventional method (Table 2) . shown that sensitivity (100%) of BACTEC method was higher than the conventional method (67.56%) and they concluded that BACTEC method is a rapid and reliable method for detection of pathogens in blood culture (4) . Researchers have suggested that in order to compare the two methods of evaluation, type of isolated microorganisms from the blood using conventional and BACTEC methods should also be assessed in similar studies, and also the effect of antibiotic consumption should be studied using both methods.
RESULTS
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